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e interests of continuing techrecal development, wea rasarve the night to modi-
#y dasigns, equipment and accessoneas.

Dimensinna, weights and palormance data quoted n this handbook are tothe 1ok
srEnces laid down by the German Instituts for Industrial Stancards (LIM)

ﬂrﬁ comsurmtion data are acedoding 10 1ha valuas availabile at the tme of closing
for pross.

Therefore. no claims bagsed on dala, stalements, descriptions or [fustrations in
s handibook will be antertained,

Erfrors and omissiEns excepied.

Plepse note that this owner’'s handbook also describes additional equipment
23 far a2 this s rolevant to comect operation.

Any discrepancies between your BMW and the detalls given here may be due
to the :ﬂlﬁprnaﬂ' { specilication offered on a particular model or the items or-
dered with the car.

~ For a description ol special equipment items pot included in this handbook,
_pofer 1o the Ingtallation or operating instructions provided. The BMW Scrvice
- Organisation will be pleasad o help in cases of doubt.

In the interests of operational reliability, vehicle safety and a high resale
value, refrain from modifying the vohicia’s specification in such a way that in-
dividual ftans no longer comply with the general oparating permit or the
'modal spacification no longer appliea.

& 1988 Bayeriecha Motoren Warke (BMW) AG
{Mumlch, Fedard Rapuble of Germarny

'Not to be reproduced w O N pusrd
withowt written permiasan from
BVW AG. Munich

Orer No. 01 41 2760 731
Englisch /B8
Printed in the Federal Republic ol Germany  aum

important informatlen for your safely
For your own salety, use only parts and accessories approved by BMW.

When you uss sccessonies lssted and approved Gy BMW and Cniginal BMW
Parts, you have the assurance that theer suitabliity for your vehicla has boen thor-
oughly tested by BMW. BMW bears full product responsibility for (hese
items,

EMW cannol entertain any hability for any parts and accessories nol ap-
proved by BMW.

BMW cannot test whithers every product from other menufacturers can be used
on a BMW safaly and withoul rigk o althar the vehicle or the peopie itis carmying.
Noreover, this guarantee cannot normally bo provided by the ganeral operating
permit for the pad or accessory N question. as tests cannol cover all eveniuall-
thes

Original BMW Parts, BMW Accessones and other products approved by BMW,
togother with, experienced advice on using these items, ame avaiabla from all
suthorisad BMW dealers
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Congratulations on your choice of a BMW.

The betler you are acgquainted with your car, the easier you will discover driving to'be. We
therefore request you to heed the following plece of advice:

This owner's handbook contains important information on oparating and looking alter
your BMW. Please read it carefully before setting out in your new car, so that you are fully
familiar with the technical advantages of your BMW. It also contains useful information on
care and maintenance, 1o maintain both the car's operating safety and its. full resale
value.

Wishing you many an enjoyable and safe journay,
BAYERISCHE MOTOREN WERKE AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT
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stalyst-equipped cars
Eaded regular fuel for spark-ignition en-

i

s 1o DIN 51 607 standard or equivalent,
pimUm octans numbar 91 (AM).

| without catalytic converter®
fuels for spark-ignition englnes (leaded or
eadad), minimum oclane number 91 (AM).

W 5201 ECE version

ieaded premium lual for spark-igrition
‘f_ nes o DIN 51 607 standard or equiva-
L minimum octane number 95 (RAM)
srosuper’) or premium fuel for spark-
fon engines to DIN'S1 600 standard or
Eavalent, minimum octane number 98 (IAM)
premium fuel with minimum octane num-
“95 (AM).

Each case, a methanol content of up 10
& I= permissible.

Cataiytic converter can be retrofitted

BMW 5241d.

Dieseal oil to DIN 51 601 standard, minimum
catano number 45.

Never use marine diesel fuel, heating oll or
similar grades in the car's diesel engine.

For winter operation, see page 79.

Adding fuel

To open the fuel filler, tum the cap countar-
clockwige and take it off.

To ciosa the fued fller, place the cap on thefli-
lar and furn it clockwise untii it engages
{bayonet-type caich).

Catalyst models

To avoid the risk of leaded fuel being added
o the lank. the filler pipe has a smafier dia-
meler than on cars without a catalyst, and
aleo a gheck valve.

A special funnei is avalabie for adding fual
from a fuel can.

To open the fuel filler if the central locking
system [alis:

— lift up.the nght floor mat.

- take off the nght section of the luggage

‘compartment trirmn.
- push back the lock bar {arrow).
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Further checks: see Page
= Tyre pressures (including the

spare wheal), twice a month 111,112
- Endine oil level 62
- Battery acid level {add distilled

water if necessary) 66
= Coolant level 65
~ Brake tluid level 64
— Vehicie lights (renewing butbs) o
— Cilzaning Tiuid for the windscresn,

headlight and fog light washers and
Intensive cleaning system 65
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Operating instructic:-n;
Practical hints

Care of the Gar
Technical d Eta i

index:




!*rﬁhm controls

1 = Headlight swlich |
2 - Laver for turp hdlmmrs, parking eﬂ
' low/high headlight beams and h thl flashing
[
- Br
5 — Haxard waming flashars
- 6— Rear window haatar
7 — Steering column adjusting laver

L F

12
25
19
26
26
13
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Keys

A - Master key
— Main key with baliery and light in key head
{press BMW emblam to operate).

Henaw the battery when the light be-
comes dim, or lse acid may ieak oul.
- Spare Kay,

- l‘_‘.iupll—:;ale key for safe kaeping e.q. Inwal-
lat or pursea.

B - Door and igniton key
Does not fit the luggage compartment or
glove box locks.
Note: this key dooes not operate the cantral
locking systam inhibit device.

In case you nesd further or replacement
kays, a sell-adhesve label bearing the key
numbear is provided. Keep this [abel in a safe
place to safeguard against thofl of the car.

|_ N Central locking system -
activating

Whenaver a door lock or {he luggage com-
partment Iock is operated or the safety catch
button on the driver's door |s pressed down,
the luggage compartment g and fuel fillar
flap locks are all locked.
The locks operated by the central locking
system are released automatically in Ihe
event of a coliision, and the hazard warning
fashers and interior lights are switchad on.

s Thiefproofing device -
*  activating

Turn the key in a door lock: the doors are

than locked and the central locking sysiem is

out of action.

The key can only be removed when vertical,

Notle: since it cannol be released from inside

the car. do not operate the central Inhibit lock

if there are still passengers in the car

Convenience circuil for windows and
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sliding/vent sunroof: hold the kay in one of
the two closing positions uniil all the win-
dows and the rool are closed.

Central locking and
thiefproofing dﬂuﬁm - opening
Emergency

inthe event of failure of the electrical
Bystem

Opening: ift the handie piate, turn the key in
the ﬂ-l:lﬂ"lll'lrg direction beyond the pressure

point.

To close again; tum the hﬂj" beyond |he cen-
tral locking pressure point

Note: it any door catch should not be retract-
ed when lecked according (o ihe normal
prodedure, opan the door according 1o the
gmergency procedure and lock it as de-
scribed above.

Opening the doors from the outside:
Lift up the handie plate.

Driver's door lock healer:

The heater is swilched on when the handle
plate is lifted. The heating time s altomati-
cally cantrolied to save energy.

Opening the doors from the inside:

First Iift up the safety catch bution if neces-
sary, then pull the handle above the armrast.
When the drver's door is opan, Ite safety
calch button cannot be pressed down: thisis
to avold being locked out of tha car aociden-
1ally.

Important note:

Children lelf in lhe car could lock the doors
Irom the inside. To pravent this, make a point
of removing the ignition key and taking it with
you, so that the doors can be unlocked again
from the oulside.



the nilra-red lransmitlés on the
Hﬂ:ﬁnﬂ unit {(see picture).
:"‘-ﬁmhuttm 1 untd the transmitter LED
hr's o flash (after aboul 2 saconds),
Antalising is then compieted

Em 15 menules, any other transmitters
| Wmed for the car (up 1o four are possibie) must
.ﬂuh:dhahﬁad

}

Transmitier initialising is necesary

- after renewing the transmitter battery, un-
kess this takes less than one minute and
nona ol the buttons are pressed)

— If a new key has been obtained.

The m:tialising procedure can ba repeatod as
often as necessary.
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Changing the key blado

It the mira-red remote control unit should de-
velop @ fault, replacements without a kay
biade are availablo from your BMW dealer

To transter the key blade 1o the neaw transmit-
tar, romove the screw and take out the Mada,
insert it in the new transmitter and secure
with the screw,



Infra-red remote control
(in preparalion)

Point the transmitter at the recsiver behind
the car's interior mirror [max. 6 metres

away), The beam must r the recelver di-

rectly.

H buttan 1 is pressed briefly — LED (4) will

come on lor a shorl time

- The central locking system and central
inhibit lock are then released

- The burglar alarm is de-activated

~ The car's interor light is switched on

If button 2 is pressed briefly - the LED will

come on for a short lime;

- The ckniral lccking system is activated
{car locked)

;.I'Eul':lﬂhin 15 seconds of having pressed button

If button 3 is pressed briefly — the LED will

come on for & short time:

— The central inhibit lock is engaged

— The burglar alarm is activated

Closing windows and sunroof:

mﬁsmn 2or 3 and hold in = the LED will
The I.:.ﬂﬂEH'g
it the bution |s released.

movement is interrupted at once

Master key
Jﬁﬂﬁﬂ'ﬁﬂhuﬁﬂn to fold ﬂ"l&l:ﬂ:.ruutnr retract
1

All functions at the door and luggage com-
partment locks can also ba operated with the
canvenlional keys (saa Paga 7).

Battery capacity

Reanew the battery If the LED does not come
on when a button s pressed, and closing
movements cannot ba performed.
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Renewing baltery

Remove screw (arrow "a"). Press the button
and swing the cover (o one side. Remove
screw (arow b7,

The correct bat and installed posi-
tion ara printed ﬁu%w holder.

Important: lﬂﬂﬂﬁjbﬂﬂu’iﬁﬂfm specified
type. Avoid environmental pollution when
disposing of old battaries
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Inftialising the transmitter

= Tum on the lgnition with a second key (o
position 2),

- Place the infra-red transmitter on the
Imtialising unit (see picture).

= Press button 1 until the transmitter LED
begins 1o llash (after aboul 2 seconds).
Inifigfising is then completed.

Within 15 minutes, any other transmitiers
ws=d for the car (Up to four are possibie) must
8= be initialised.

Transmitter inftialising is necesary

— after renewing the transmitter battery, un-
less this takes less than one minule and
none of tha buttons are pressed)

- if a.new key has been obtained.

The Initlalising procedure can ba repeated as
often B8s necessary.
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Changing the key blade

H the infra-red remote contral unit should de-
valop a faull, replacements without a key
blade are available from your BMW dealer

To transier the key blade o the now transmit-
ter, remove the screw and take out the blade,
ingert it In the new transmitter and secure
with the scraw,
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Pul levar (1) and Spply. weight against the
Moving seat forward/back il dever (1) and a W=

Pull lever (1) and push tha seat to the desired seat back or allow it 1o come forward.
position. After releasing the lever, make sure Seat height adjustment

ot s ceal ennages i 0= oatchies, Press lever (2). Apply weight to seat or allow
Angle of complete seat it to come up as required.

Pull levar (2y and move the seal as me- Electrical seat adjustment: sae Page 12,
quhEd' r
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Fraont and rear head resiraints

To aiter the ht, pull up or push down as
required. Pivol forward or back 1o adjust the
angle.
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Electric front seat adjustment

1 - Seat angle adjustment

2 - Forward/back seat movement

3 - Saat height adjustment

4 _ Saat back angle adjustment

& - Head-restraint height adjustment

Seal and mirror memory

Three different seat and mirror positions
(both door mirrors) can be programmed and
selected when reguired.

ng;'ummlng {ignition kay position 1 or be-

- Mu;re seal and mimors 1o the desired posi-
tions.

— Prass the MEMORY button; the telitale
lamp shows readiness for programming.

- Prass button 1, 2 or 3 to slore these sel-

lings.
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Selecting:
With the drivar's door open o r with the door
closed but the automatic intenior light stil on
or the ignition key turned to position 1
Fress the dasired button 1, 2 or 3 briaf-
Iy,
The automatic mevament process is inter-
rupted as soon as a seat or mirror control
switch or the memory keys ara oparated.

With the driver's door closed and the wgnilian

key either removed or in position 0 or 2:
Press the desired button 1, 2 or 3 until the
resatting procedurs has been complet-
ed.

Mirror changeover swilch (see Page 16) m
driver's door mirror position:

when reverse is selected, the passenger’s
gide door mirror glass tilts down slightiy to
show the road alongside and behind the near
side of the car (edge of kerb etc.), as an aid
when parking.



Lumbar support

Press rocker switch on inner side of seai
frame to adjust to Ihe raguired position.

This facility enables you fo extend or rotract
the: convex suppert in the seat back for the
frwer spine.

This provides suppori lor the upper pelvis
-and spine, 1o enabie a relaxed sitting posi-
tion.
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Steering column adfustment

Foid oul the clamp lever.

Pull out or push in the steenng wheel to ad-
just its poaition [n relation 1o the seat. Foid
the clamp lever back in.,

Warning: do not adjust position of the
driver's seat or steering column while
driving.
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